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Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and Revived
Economies of the Gulf Coast States Act [RESTORE Act} Draft Funded Priority List

Executive Summary

The Gulf Coast region is vital to our Nation and our economy, providing valuable energy
resources, abundant seafood, extraordinary beaches and recreational activities, and a rich
cultural heritage. Its waters and coasts are home to one of the most diverse environments in
the world—including over 15,000 species of sea life. The Gulf Coast region has endured
significant natural catastrophes, including major hurricanes such as Katrina, Rita, Gustav, and
lke in the last ten years alone. The region has also experienced the loss of critical wetland
habitats, erosion of barrier islands, imperiled fisheries, water quality degradation and
significant coastal land loss resulting from the alteration of hydrology and other human
activities as well as natural forces. Most recently, the health of the region’s ecosystem has been
significantly affected by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill; these impacts spurred passage of the
Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and Revived Economies of the
Gulif Coast States Act (“RESTORE Act” or “Act”). The RESTORE Act dedicates 80 percent of all
Clean Water Act administrative and civil penalties related to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill to
the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund.

The Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council (Council), comprised of the five Guif
states and six federal agencies, was created by the RESTORE Act to administer part of the Trust
Fund in order to “undertake projects and programs, using the best available science, that would
restore and protect the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats,
beaches, coastal wetlands, and economy of the Gulf Coast.” The Council is responsible for
developing a Comprehensive Plan to restore the ecosystem and economy of the Gulf Coast
region. The Council approved an Initial Comprehensive Plan (Plan) in August 2013' " that
outlines an overarching vision for Gulf restoration and includes the following five goals:

(1) Restore and Conserve Habitat — Restore and conserve the health, diversity, and resilience of
key coastal, estuarine, and marine habitats.

(2) Restore Water Quality — Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh,
estuarine, and marine waters.

(3) Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources — Restore and protect healthy,
diverse, and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

(4) Enhance Community Resilience — Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to
adapt to short- and long-term changes.

(5) Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy — Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the
Gulf economy.
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38 The Council desires to leave a legacy of holistic Gulf restoration. The ongoing
39  involvement of the people who live, work and play in the Gulf region is critical to making that
40  happen. The Council thanks all those who have participated thus far in the process, and thanks
41  in advance those who will take the time to again offer thoughts on how we can collectively
42  restore the Gulf. The Council is pleased to invite the public to review and comment on a draft
43 list of priority projects and programs (“activities”) that will further holistic Gulf restoration. This

44  listis called the Funded Priority List (FPL) and will be a key step in achieving that legacy.
45

46 This draft FPL represents an initial investment in foundational, on-the-ground
47  restoration activities while at the same time planning for the future. This FPL also represents a
48  significant step in the Council’'s work to meet the criteria set forth in the RESTORE Act and
49  achieve the vision, goals, objectives and commitments the Council established in the Plan. This
50  first FPL focuses on Habitat and Water Quality restoration to address the pressing needs in
51 priority watersheds and estuaries throughout the Gulf. The Focus Areas are intended to
52  maximize efficient use of limited funds and encourage synergies among projects and across
53  jurisdictional boundaries. This FPL includes activities that would provide near-term benefits, set
54  the stage for future success, and leverage other restoration efforts. It includes activities that
55  would conserve existing habitat, restore degraded habitat and rebuild lost habitat. At the same
56  time, it supports planning for high-priority future activities in key watersheds and estuaries.
57  Recognizing the need to establish a strong base for future decisions, this FPL also includes

58 foundational restoration investments such as monitoring and tool development.
59

60 This FPL would currently fund S million in restoration activities such as hydrologic
61 restoration, land conservation, and planning for large-scale restoration projects; and prioritize
62 ____ restoration activities for possible funding in the future, subject to further Council review.
63 The Council also recommends setting aside S___ million for implementing high-priority

04 activities in the future.

65 If finalized and approved by the Council, this FPL would provide large-scale ecosystem
66  benefits, including:

67

68 e Conservation of ___ acres of high value habitat;

69

70 e Restoration of __ acres of wetlands, submerged aquatic vegetation, oyster reefs,
71 beaches and dune;

72

73 e Restoration of __linear feet of oil and gas canals and living shoreline; and

74

75 e Water quality and/or habitat improvement in ten key watersheds and estuaries.

76

77 The funds that would be set aside for future high priority activities have the potential to

78  restore and conserve thousands of additional acres of valuable coastal habitat. Additionally,
79  the planning activities proposed in this FPL could, if implemented later, yield tens of thousands
80  of additional acres of wetland restoration and many miles of living shorelines. In keeping with
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81  the directives of the Act, all efforts related to this FPL will be made in coordination with other
82  ecosystem restoration and science initiatives occurring in the Gulf, including the ongoing
83  Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR), but will
84  notsupersede or otherwise effect the goals of those initiatives.

85

86 This FPL includes information on the RESTORE Act and Council in the first Section. The
87  second Section lays out the process the Council used to develop this FPL. The manner in which
88  all selected activities contribute to the types of large-scale, Gulf-wide ecosystem restoration
89  directed by the RESTORE Act and contemplated by the Plan is discussed in Section lll. Each of
90 the activities proposed for inclusion in this FPL is laid out in Section IV and is described in detail
91 in an appendix. These appendices include an overview of the proposed activity, its potential
92  benefits and costs, comments addressing the external science reviews all proposals received,
93  and information on compliance with applicable environmental laws. Sections V and VI discuss
94  compliance with all applicable environmental laws as well as next steps and looking to the
95  future. The Council will consider all timely public comments on this draft FPL during the
96  development of the final FPL.

97

98 This initial FPL does not represent any precedent for future FPLs. This FPL will be
99  reviewed at least annually, and future iterations will be developed as additional funding
100  becomes available and additional activities are funded. The Council anticipates that once the
101  full amount of funds ultimately available under the RESTORE Act is known, future FPLs may
102  include significantly larger activities that reflect increased funding. Moreover, the types of
103 activities included in future FPLs may differ from those proposed herein, which are based on
104  currently available funding and reflect priorities relevant at this stage in the Council’s planning.
105

106

107  The deadline for public comments on this draft FPL is

108  Comments may be submitted through one of these methods:

109 Mail: Send to Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council, Draft FPL Comments, Gulf Coast
110 Ecosystem Restoration Council, 500 Poydras Street, Suite 1117, New Orleans, LA 70130.

111 Email: Send to draftFPLcomments@restorethegulf.gov.

112 in general, the Council will make any comments received publicly available on its
113 website, http://www.restorethegulf.gov, including any business or personal information
114  provided, such as names, addresses, email addresses, or telephone numbers. All comments
115  received, including attachments and other supporting materials, will be part of the public
116  record and subject to public disclosure. You should only submit information that you wish to
117  make publicly available.

118 For  further information: Please send questions by email to
119  william.spoon@restorethegulf.gov, or contact ,at( ) -
120

3
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139  Section L The RESTORE Act and the Gulf Coast Ecosvstem Restoration Councll
140

141 The RESTORE Act, passed in 2012, dedicates 80 percent of all Clean Water Act
142 administrative and civil penalties related to the Deepwater Horizon spill to the Gulf Coast
143 Restoration Trust Fund (Trust Fund). These funds are to be used for restoring and protecting
144  the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, coastal
145  wetlands and economy of the Gulf Coast region as well as for other related purposes. These
146  efforts are not necessarily focused on restoration of natural resources injured as a result of the
147  Deepwater Horizon spill — such injuries are the focus on the ongoing NRDAR — but, rather,
148  represent an opportunity to address a variety of other factors that have negatively affected the
149  Guif over time.

150 The Council was established as part of the RESTORE Act and is comprised of the
151  Governors of the States of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida (“State” or
152  “States”), the Secretaries of the U.S Departments of Agriculture, Army, Commerce, Homeland
153  Security and Interior, and the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The
154  Secretary of the Department of Commerce currently chairs the Council. The Council is
155  responsible for administering 60 percent of the total funding allocated from the Trust Fund
156  (Figure 1}: 30 percent (plus interest) under the Council-Selected Restoration Component and 30
157  percent under the Spill Impact Component. As part of the Council-Selected Restoration
158  Component, the Council was responsible for developing the Plan, to restore the ecosystem and
159  economy of the Gulf Coast region. The Council approved the Plan in August 2013" " that
160  outlines overarching Goals and Objectives for restoration. The five Goals the Council adopted
161 are as follows:

162 (1) Restore and Conserve Habitat — Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of
163  key coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

164  (2) Restore Water Quality — Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh,
165  estuarine and marine waters.

166  (3) Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources — Restore and protect healthy,
167  diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

168  (4) Enhance Community Resilience — Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to
169  adapt to short- and long-term changes.

170  (5) Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy — Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the
171  Gulf economy.

172 The RESTORE Act and the Plan provide a framework for a coordinated, region-wide
173 effort to restore, protect and revitalize the Gulf. This FPL is a critical part of the Plan and
174  identifies a first set of investments in proposed initial restoration activities to implement the

175  vision, goals, objectives and commitments set forth in the Plan.
176
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The RESTORE Act sets forth the following framework for allocation of the Trust Fund:

o 35 percent equally divided among the States for ecosystem restoration,
economic development, and tourism promotion (“Direct Component”);

e 30 percent plus interest for large-scale, Gulf-wide ecosystem restoration under a
Comprehensive Plan developed by the Council (“Council-Selected Restoration
Component”);

o 30 percent divided among the States according to a weighted geographic
formula established by the Council pursuant to the RESTORE Act, to implement State
Expenditure Plans that are drafted by entities designated in the RESTORE Act for each
State and require approval of the Chair of the Council (“Spill Impact Component”);

o 2.5 percent plus interest for the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Science,
Observation, Monitoring and Technology Program within the Department of
Commerce’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration {NOAA); and

° 2.5 percent plus interest to the five States for Centers of Excellence Research
Grants.

*Supplemented by interest generated by the Trust Fund (50% to Gulf Coast Ecosystem
RestorationCoundcil, 25% to Science Program, 28% to Centers of Excellence)

ED_005856B_00002021-00006



Draft RESTORE Council Staff Work Product — Subject to Council Approval

196 As a result of the settlement of Clean Water Act civil penalties against Transocean
197 Deepwater Inc. and related entities, a total of S800 million, plus interest, has been deposited in
198  the Trust Fund. Under the RESTORE Act, thirty percent of that total amount — approximately
199  $241.4 million —is available for allocation by the Council under the Council-selected Restoration
200 Component for ecosystem restoration. Additional funding is dependent upon settlement or
201  adjudication of additional Clean Water Act civil or administrative penalties against other parties
202  responsible for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

203 Of the $241.4 million available for the Council-Selected Restoration Component, the
204  Council has allocated $183.1 million in this FPL. The Council will use an additional $37.2 million
205  to sustain Council operations through 2023, including the administration of both the Council-
206  Selected Restoration Component and the Spill Impact Component. The remaining $21.1 million
207  will be available for contingencies associated with FPL activities, updates to the Plan, other
208  programmatic activities the Council may pursue, and changes, if required, to out-year activities.
209  Remaining funds will be available for use on future iterations of this FPL. The U.S. Department
210  of the Treasury is responsible for compliance and auditing. More information on the
211 Department of Treasury’s role can be found here. (For all hyperlinks, we will need to use the
212 full URL for Federal Register publication)

213

ED_005856B_00002021-00007



Draft RESTORE Council Staff Work Product — Subject to Council Approval

214 Section i, Councll Process for Developing this FPL

215

216 The Plan set out Goals, Objectives, and processes that the Council would use to identify,
217  evaluate and select projects and programs. In August 2014, the Council requested that its
218 members submit proposals for potential funding.” Immediately thereafter the Council
219  published a notice asking for ideas and input from the public on its vision for Gulf restoration,
220 and a series of public meetings were held across the Gulf."” The activities submitted by the
221 members are designed to meet criteria set forth in the RESTORE Act and the Plan. The criteria
222 include:

223 External Science Review

224 * provide the greatest contribution to |The RESTORE Act requires the
225 restoring and protecting the natural |council to use the best available
226 resources of the Gulf; science in developing the FPL. To
227 help meet this reguirement, the
228 * be large-scale; Council utilized volunteer expert
229 reviewers from the States and
230 ¢ come from existing Gulf Coast State’s |across the country. These
231 coastal restoration plans; and/or volunteers represented a broad
232 range of independent experts
233 * provide for long-term ecosystem |including ecologists, hydrologists,
234 resilience of resources most impacted by |biologists, oceanographers and
235 the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. geologists. The experts produced
236 three science reviews for each
237 For this first FPL, the Council requested that |submission. The Council greatly
238  proposals be submitted in accord with the Focus Areas |appreciates the contributions of the
239  of Habitat and Water Quality restoration, and |volunteers in ensuring that this FPL
240  encouraged proposals to also emphasize activities (i.e. |is based on the best available
241 the Emphasis Areas) that are Foundational, |science.

242  Sustainable, Likely to Succeed and for the Benefit of
243 Human Communities.”

244

245 Each Council member was invited to submit up to five proposals. In addition to their
246  five proposals, Council members could submit proposals on behalf of Federally Recognized
247  Tribes. In total, the Council received 50 submissions (including five proposals proposed on
248  behalf of Federally Recognized Tribes). Within the 50 submissions, approximately 380 discrete
249  components, referred to herein as activities, were proposed for potential funding and inclusion
250  in this FPL. The submissions build upon experience from past ecosystem restoration plans and
251 projects, and reflect public input provided to the Council during the drafting of the Plan and as
252  part of this FPL development process.

253

254 The Council independently evaluated each of the member submissions with respect to
255  eligibility, consistency with the RESTORE Act and the Plan, best available science, environmental
256  compliance and budget. The Council produced seven “Context Reports” for each of the fifty
257  submissions — 350 Context Reports in total. Independent scientists and other experts played a

8
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258  critical role in the review of the submissions (see the External Science Review text box for more
259  information). The Council is using this and other information — particularly the public input
260  solicited in the notice accompanying this FPL — to help develop an FPL that meets the
261  commitments set forth in the RESTORE Act and the Plan. Additional detail on the Council’s
262  process for developing this FPL, as well as the submissions and the associated Context Reports,
263  are all publicly available on the Council’s website."" *

264 The Council is seeking to select a cohesive suite of activities that as a whole will help
265  establish a strong foundation for future Gulf restoration investments. The Council is also very
266 interested in leveraging other restoration resources and combining projects in a way that
267  produces environmental benefits greater than the sum of the individual activities. Neither the
268  Council nor any of its public or private restoration partners have sufficient funds to fully address
269  the vast ecological challenges facing the Gulf. Effective leveraging of existing resources is
270  critical for maximizing the “bang” for each coastal restoration “buck”.

271

272 To this end, the Council examined different ways in which activities might be combined
273  to produce a complementary suite of projects and programs for a coordinated, effective and
274  balanced FPL that lays the foundation for holistic Gulf restoration. The Council originally
275  developed three different themes to help guide the selection and assembly of different
276  activities under a unifying vision. These themes were used to consider various approaches for
277  developing a cohesive FPL. In developing the themes, the Council once again considered public
278  input, information in the submissions and the Context Reports, and other metrics. Following
279  are the three FPL themes considered by the Council:

280

281 Theme 1 - Focusing on Key Ecosystems & Urgent Needs: This theme emphasized
282 activities that focus on ecosystem need in high-priority watersheds and basins along the
283 Gulf, Funding would have been focused on geographic areas that are identified as top
284 ecological priorities.  Corresponding activities address urgent needs and could be
285 combined for a2 more holistic, place-based approach to the specific situation in each
286 area, while laying the foundation for future restoration activities.

287

288 Theme 2 ~ Protect, Restore, and Rebuild the Gulf of Mexico Ecosystem: This theme
289 focused on protecting, restoring and rebuilding critical Gulf habitat. Some funds would
290 have been used to conserve high-value coastal habitat. The Council would have
291 prioritized activities that restore coastal habitat that has been degraded, and rebuild in
292 areas where land and habitat has been lost. In some cases this would have included
293 funding for planning or implementation of restoration activities such as marsh re-
294 establishment and hydrologic restoration. This theme would also have emphasized
295 activities designed to improve water quality.

296

297 Theme 3 ~ Acting Now and Laying the Foundation for the Future: This theme balanced
298 the need for near-term results with the value of establishing a foundation for future
299 restoration, Corresponding habitat conservation and restoration activities would have
300 provided ecosystem benefits in the short-term. At the same time, the Council would
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301 have focused on activities such as planning and design needed to advance larger
302 projects when more funding becomes available. Additional activities included those
303 that help establish a strong, long-term scientific foundation for future decision-making
304 and ecosystem investments.

305

306 Each of these themes has merit and could have been used to develop an effective FPL,

307 However, after closely reviewing the member submissions, the RESTORE Act, the Plan and the
308  public input the Council has received over the past several yvears, the Council decided that a
309  combination of the three themes would be the best path forward: an integrated theme
310 focusing on protecting, restoring and rebuilding the Gulf's natural resources by addressing
311  ecosystem needs in key watersheds, including activities that provide near-term benefits as well
312  as those that set the stage for future success. The Council used this integrated theme to
313  develop this FPL.  This theme, named “Protecting, Restoring and Rebuilding in Key
314  Watersheds—Acting Now and Laving a Foundation for Future Success,” is discussed below.

315

316

10
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317  Section B Dreft Funded Prigrities List: Initial nvestments in Guif Hestoration

318  Key Concepts in this FPL

319

320 The theme of this FPL is: Protecting, Restoring, and Rebuilding in Key Watersheds—

321  Acting Now and lLaying a Foundation for Future Success. It includes activities that would

322  provide near-term benefits, set the stage for future success, and leverage other restoration
323  efforts. It includes activities that would conserve existing habitat, restore degraded habitat and
324  rebuild lost habitat. At the same time, it supports planning for high-priority future activities in
325  key watersheds and estuaries. Recognizing the need to establish a strong base for future
326  decisions, this FPL also includes foundational restoration investments such as monitoring and
327  tool development. Collectively, this theme and the proposed activities will aid the Council in
328 meeting the criteria set forth in the Act as well as in achieving the vision, Goals, Objectives, and
329  Commitments established in the Plan. Additional details on key concepts within this theme are
330  provided below.

331

332 Protect & Conserve: In some coastal watersheds, ongoing development is a leading
333  cause of habitat loss and degradation. Preventing further loss of valuable habitat is critical for
334  securing the ecological foundation for restoration. The habitat conservation and protection
335  activities in this FPL would support ecosystem

336 resilience. In some cases these actions are derived Leveraging and Co-Funding

337  from existing plans and/or help expand existing | The Council is focusing on supporting

338  large-scale conservation areas. projects and programs that leverage

339 other efforts. This FPL includes co-

340 Restore & Rebuild: To meet the Council’s |funding projects with the National Fish

341  Goals and Objectives, habitat conservation must be |and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and the

342  paired with activities that restore, rebuild or |Knobloch Foundation, as well as building

343 replace habitats that have been degraded or lost in | O other Gulf restoration efforts from

344 many watersheds. The habitat restoration |Mmultiple partners and programs such as

345  measures proposed in this FPL include practices | NRDAR, the Coastal Impact Assistance

346  such as reconstructing marsh in areas where it has | Program (CIAP), and existing capacities

347  been lost, and enhancing estuaries, wetlands and |©f the Member entities and others

348  other habitats by restoring historic or natural water |3around the Gulf of Mexico.

349  flows through these systems. Since water is truly the lifeblood of coastal ecosystems, this FPL
350  alsoincludes activities to improve water quality by reducing poliutants.

351

352 Laying a Foundation: Just as it is critical to achieve “on-the-ground” results in the near
353  term, it is equally important to lay a foundation for the future. Investments in planning can
354  ensure that good projects are ready to go when additional funding becomes available. In some
355  areas, complex and/or large-scale restoration projects are needed; in others holistic watershed
356 planning is necessary. While the Council is not in a position to fund implementation of all
357  restoration activities today, it can fund planning efforts that are essential for advancing these
358  efforts. Much restoration planning has been done at State and watershed levels. The planning
359  efforts included in this FPL build upon this existing information and are designed specifically to

11
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360  advance high-value activities. This FPL also includes foundational Gulf-wide activities such as
361 monitoring, tool development, and a conservation corps that will aid the Council in working
362  towards holistic Gulf restoration. These investments will increase synergy with other projects
363  and programs, support local communities and allow the Council to utilize data and tools over
364  the long-term to inform future restoration activities on the best available science and measure
365  the success of the overall program.

366 Ten Key Watersheds and Estuaries

367

368 Given the size and breadth of the Gulf Coast, it would be impossible to address all the
369 ecological needs with the funds currently in hand. However, it is possible to begin making
370  substantial gains in important areas by focusing resources on watersheds and estuaries that
371 have been identified as priorities by the public, Council members and scientists. To that end,
372  this FPL focuses on key watersheds and estuaries using restoration and protection techniques
373  that are tailored to the needs of the specific area. Following are highlights on the ten key
374  watersheds/estuaries addressed in this FPL.

375

376 Laguna Madre: Located in the lower coast of Texas, the Laguna Madre area is rich in
377  biodiversity and is the only hyper-saline coastal lagoon in North America. Laguna Madre is
378  home to blue crabs, oysters, pelicans, plovers, shrimp, the rare whooping crane and the Kemp's
379  Ridley sea turtle, which nests only on western Gulf beaches. However, the Laguna Madre area
380 faces ecological challenges associated with invasive species, water quality, climate change and
381 habitat fragmentation as the region continues to grow.” To address some of the most urgent
382 needs in this area, the Council is proposing to conserve valuable habitat and restore hydrology

383 in the Bahia Grande coastal corridor, and protecting this investment by

384  plugging high-risk oil and gas wells. The proposed Council investments in Map Here

385  this area would be leveraged with co-funding from the NFWF and the

386  Knobloch Foundation™™",

387

388 Matagorda Bay: On the central Texas Coast, the Matagorda Bay system covers 627

389  square miles of open water. The system is separated and protected from the open Gulf of
390  Mexico by 83 miles of barrier peninsulas and islands.™ The system ranges from fresh to hyper-
391 saline water, Gulf beaches to quiet coves and sloughs, and emergent fringe marshes to
392  maritime forests and coastal habitats including beaches and dunes. This area is a biodiversity
393  hotspot and supports endangered whooping cranes, piping plovers and sea turtles.” There is a
394  unique opportunity in this system to protect coastal habitats on a landscape scale because of its
395  relative lack of human fragmentation and development. In 2014 the NFWF Gulf Environmental
396  Benefit Fund (GEBF) awarded $34.5 Million to support land conservation in this area.™ The
397  Council proposes to build on this investment, as well as co-fund additional land acquisition in
398  this area, with the Knobloch Foundation. These conservation activities
399  would protect extensive adjacent seagrass and shellfish beds. They
400 would also protect water quality by conserving local estuarine
401  watersheds, filtering runoff and groundwater recharge and preserving
402  local freshwater inflows.

Map Here

12
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403

404 Galveston Bay: Located in the upper coast of Texas, this area supports one of the
405  largest metropolitan areas in the United States. Approximately one third of all commercial
406  fishing in Texas originates from this system.™ The Galveston Bay system and surrounding land
407  also supports habitat for colonial waterbirds and is a regionally significant reserve site and
408  migratory stopover habitat for a number of state and federal endangered species. Galveston
409  Bay once had a thriving oyster industry and included areas of submerged agquatic vegetation.
410  Unfortunately this coastal system has been degraded due to the loss of freshwater inflow,
411  water pollution, disease, predators, coastal development, erosion and

412  invasive species.™ To aid in addressing some of the most pressing Map Here

413  habitat and water guality issues in this area, the Council is proposing to

414  invest in planning related to beneficial use of dredged materials, as well

415  as protecting and restoring riparian corridors. Such riparian corridors are critical for stream
416  ecosystems and help improve water quality in downstream areas, in this case Galveston Bay.
417  This investment builds upon a larger $145 million initiative in the Houston area that is helping
418 to restore the ecosystem as well as providing numerous community benefits.

419

420 Mississippi River Delta: Louisiana’s coastal wetlands are among the Nation’s most
421  important natural resources, providing vast ecological and economic Map Here

422  benefits to the Gulf and beyond. Louisiana is second only to Alaska in

423  seafood landings,™ and its coastal wetlands, ridges and barrier islands

424  provide critical stopover habitat for millions of migratory birds. It is

425 also a working coast, with navigation and energy assets of national and international
426  importance. Yet this highly valuable coastal system is under severe stress. In the past 80 years,
427  coastal Louisiana has lost a wetland area the size of Delaware™. Coastal Louisiana represents
428  nearly 40 percent of the wetlands in the continental U.S., but also accounts for approximately
429 80 percent of the losses.™ This ongoing coastal

430  land loss crisis results from alteration of the Building on Existing State Plans

431  Mississippi River’s deltaic processes, reduced |The Council is proposing to support a
432 sediment inputs, dredging of canals for energy | number of large-scale planning efforts to lay
433  and navigation, natural processes, invasive |the foundation for critical projects that
434  species, and other factors. Increased rates of |address habitat loss in the State of Louisiana
435  relative sea-level rise threaten to worsen the |and were identified in the State’s
436  situation. This ongoing loss puts at risk the life | Comprehensive Master Plan for a
437  and livelihood of communities across Louisiana, | Sustainable Coast. This is consistent with
438  and could have serious ecological and economic |the RESTORE Act provision for prioritizing
439  implications for the Gulf and the Nation. To |projects contained in existing Gulf Coast
440  help address this problem, the Council is |State comnrehensive blans.

441  investing in wetland restoration by backfilling

442  oil and gas canals while also funding important large-scale restoration planning efforts that
443  would help restore deltaic processes, increase sediment inputs and rebuild lost coastal habitat
444  in key areas. The Council's efforts would build upon investments made by the State in its
445  Comprehensive Master Plan for a Sustainable Coast™ and other coastal restoration planning
446  projects.
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447

448 Mississippi Sound: Mississippi’s coastal waters include 758 square miles of estuaries,
449  bays bayous, tidal rivers and creeks, and other ecological assets that support commercial and
450  recreational fishing and a nationally important oyster industry. The Mississippi coast is laced
451  with scenic streams including the longest undammed river in the lower 48 states, the
452  Pascagoula.™ Mississippi’s coastal watersheds include barrier islands,
453  marsh, maritime forest, pine savannahs, cypress swamp, oyster reefs,
454  seagrass, salt flats and other resources. These important coastal areas
455  are threatened by a variety of stressors, including pollution, coastsl
456  development, energy development, erosion, hydrological alteration, changes in freshwater
457  inflow, structural marsh management and overfishing.™ The result has been a decline in the
458  extent and health of critical habitats. To help address these challenges, the Council is investing
459  in landscape scale planning and restoration based on beneficial use of dredged materials,
460  hydrologic restoration, and land conservation and management which will restore and connect
461 diverse habitats from east to west which is crucial for ecosystem and economic recovery of the
462  northern Gulf coast.

463

464 Mobile Bay: The Mobile River Basin has been referred to as “America’s Amazon and
465  discharges to a coastal area composed of terrestrial, freshwater, estuarine and marine
466  ecosystems that support a diverse and important assemblage of plants and animals. Alabama
467  ranks fifth among U.S. states in biodiversity, and first among those east of the Mississippi
468  River.™" Alabama’s coastal resources support commercial and recreational activities from the
469  sandy beaches of Gulf Shores to a thriving deep-sea fishing industry. The habitats around
470  Mobile Bay are under stress due to factors such land-use conversion, shoreline hardening,
471  invasive species and water quality degradation. To help restore these diverse coastal resources,
472  the Council is investing in submerged aguatic vegetation, living shoreline
473  and hydrologic restoration projects, as well as monitoring and planning to Map Here
474  leverage other restoration efforts and prepare for the future when more
475  funds become available. The Council is also proposing to build on prior
476  water quality and habitat restoration activities by investing in the thriving Mobile Bay National
477  Estuary Program. ™"

478

479 Pensacola Bay: The Pensacola Bay estuary system covers 144 square miles and is
480  comprised of several interconnected sounds or bays. The watershed’s diverse habitats support
481 more than 200 species of fish and shellfish, including rare, imperiled, or threatened plant and
482  animal species.™ Pensacola Bay was once known for its thriving oyster industry; but because of
483  the lack of suitable substrate and disease, the oysters declined and have been slow to
484 recover.”™ During the 1960s, approximately 9,500 acres of seagrass were
485 observe_cl; by 2003 seagrasses in the system covered only around 511 Map Here
486  acres.”™ In addition, eight marine waterbody segments in the Pensacola
487  Bay system are nutrient-impaired. To support holistic restoration of the
488  Pensacola Bay system, the Council is proposing both water quality and living shoreline projects
489  that are leveraged with NFWF, NRDAR and local dollars. In addition, the Council is proposing to
490  implement a new EPA Gulf Estuary Program that would primarily focus on restoring water

Map Here

2220091
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guality while also addressing restoration and conservation of habitat.

Apalachicola Bay: Florida’s Apalachicola/Chattahoochee/Flint
watershed contains some of the highest biological diversity east of the
Mississippi River, including species {many threatened and endangered) of
freshwater fish, birds, mammals, manatees, beach mice, and freshwater
mussels. " This area has been degraded by changes in freshwater flow from upstream
dams and the use of river water for municipal, industrial and agricultural purposes. For many
years, Apalachicola Bay has supported the largest oyster-harvesting industry in Florida, as well
as extensive shrimping, crabbing and commercial fishing; however the industry has been in
decline due to ecosystem degradation,™ ™ ¥ T help address these issues, the Council is
investing in activities such as working with private landowners to restore water quality by
implementing best management
practices, as well as hydrologic
restoration to restore fragile habitats.
in addition, investments are being made
in oyster restoration that builds on
other coastal restoration efforts such as
those being made by the NRDAR, ™

Map Here

Working with Private Landowners to
RESTORE the Gulf
The Council is proposing to partner with private
landowners in Florida to implement land use
practices {known as Best Management Practices
or BMPs) that would improve water quality and
habitat. This initiative would help agricultural
landowners manage the quality and quantity of

Suwannee Watershed: The waters that contribute to the Apalachicola and

Suwannee Watershed encompasses a
number of smaller river basins,
including the Suwannee River, and

Suwannee Rivers and ultimately the Gulf. By cost
sharing with private landowners, the Council
would further leverage the currently available

515 drains into the Big Bend Region, which
516 contains one of the two largest
517  contiguous seagrass beds in the continental U.S. The Big Bend Region supports a variety of
518  bird species and other wildlife, and the seagrasses in this area sustain the premier Florida
519  scallop population and recreational harvest and provide Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) for
520 federally listed species such as manatee, sturgeon, and sea turtles. ™
521  The Suwannee River drains a large agricultural basin and the nutrient loss

RESTORE funds.

XXxviil

Map Here

522  from these agricultural activities is a considerable environmental stressor

523  to the downstream habitat. ¥ The Council is proposing to work with

524  private landowners to improve irrigation system efficiency that would in turn reduce nutrient
525  loading, improve water quality, and restore and protect downstream habitat.

526

527 Tampa Bay: More than 95 percent of the commercially and recreationally fished

528  species in the Gulf depend on estuaries during some part of their life cycle."|ii With Florida
529  having almost half of the U.S. estuaries bordering the Gulf, i restoring
530  these estuaries is integral to sustaining a healthy Gulf ecosystem. Tampa
531 Bay, the largest open-water estuary in Florida, has a wide variety of
532  animals including manatees, wading birds and over 200 species of fish. v
533  However, many of these coastal resources have suffered loss from a variety of stressors,
534  including elevated surface-water temperatures, tropical storms, coastal development and

Map Here
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535  agriculture runoff, and invasive species. Restoration in the Tampa Bay area has been ongoing
536  for many years and has resulted in water quality and habitat improvements. Yet work remains
537  to be done to ensure the health and sustainability of this important coastal system. To that
538 end, the Council is proposing to build on those prior efforts by investing in additional water
539  quality and hydrologic restoration efforts, while also continuing to support the extremely
540  successful Tampa Bay National Estuary Program.x"'

541  Foundational Gulf-Wide Investments Now and for the Future

542

543 In addition to focusing on key watersheds, Gulf-wide investments are important to
544  support holistic ecosystem restoration and lay the foundation for future success. Details on
545 some of the Council’'s proposed Gulf-wide and foundational restoration investments are
546  discussed below.

547

548 Working with Partners: Over 80% of the geographic acreage around the Gulf is in
549  private ownership and is used for forestry and agriculture. The quality and, to a large extent,
550 the quantity of freshwater entering the Gulf is affected by how those land uses are managed.
551  The Council recognizes that the conservation legacy of state fish and wildlife agencies, federal
552  land management agencies, NGOs and private land stewards has provided a strong foundation
553  to help protect and restore the ecological richness of the Gulf region. Land protection and
554  conservation aimed at private landowners and other partners is a priority for foundationally
555  securing Gulf-wide ecosystem integrity. Therefore, the Council proposes to support Gulf-wide
556  grant programs that will make RESTORE funds available to enhance private/public partnerships
557  that support land protection and conservation across the Guif Coast.

558

559 Planning Tools: The Council’s Initial Comprehensive Plan identifies the need to improve
560 science-based decision-making and develop science tools to support future ecosystem
561 investments. The Council proposes to invest in a conservation prioritization tool to guide future
562  habitat conservation efforts. The Council would also invest in a streamflow alteration mapping
563  tool that can be used at the regional, state, and watershed level to facilitate the prioritization of
564  future restoration actions that affect Guif estuaries.

565

566 Monitoring: The Council recognizes the importance of measuring outcomes and
567 impacts in order to achieve tangible results and ensure that funds are invested in a meaningful
568  way. Monitoring can both assess the overall effectiveness of the Council’s currently proposed
569  investments and help inform the selection of future projects. While each Council-funded
570  project will perform site-specific monitoring, the Council proposes to invest in a broader
571 monitoring and coordination effort that would build on existing programs and establish
572  protocols and standards to enable data to be aggregated. This investment would help the
573  Council evaluate progress towards comprehensive ecosystem restoration and leverage ongoing
574  efforts. In addition, to support science-based decision-making, the Council is proposing to
575  invest in pilot projects that include data compilation, collection and assessment that would
576  enable a better understanding of ecosystem change over time as a result of restoration and/or
577  other human activities.

16
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578

579 Restoring the Gulf while Investing in Local Communities: The Council proposes to
580  investin a Gulf Coast Conservation Corps Program (GCCC Program} that would benefit both the
581  environment and coastal communities by equipping local citizens with the knowledge, skills and
582  ability to implement and manage conservation projects. A GCCC Program would support on-
583  the-ground-restoration; build on existing partnerships among federal, state, academic, and
584  non-profit organizations; recruit and train local workers (particularly youth, veterans, and
585  displaced workers); and provide paid, hands-on work experience. In addition, the Council
586  recognizes the importance of working with the Federally Recognized Tribes and would be
587  incorporating a youth tribal component as part of the GCCC Program.

588 Large-Scale Ecosystem Benefits

589

590 The activities proposed for inclusion in this FPL are shown on the following map. This
591 FPL, if approved and finalized, would benefit a range of important natural resources. These
592  benefits include:

593

594 * Conservation of ___ acres of high value habitat;

595

596 * Restoration of __ acres of wetlands, submerged aquatic vegetation, oyster reefs,
597 beaches and dune;

598

599 * Restoration of __linear feet of oil and gas canals and living shoreline; and

600

601 * \Water quality and habitat improvement in ten key watersheds.

602

603 In addition, the Council is also setting aside funds that could be used for implementing

604  projects and programs that could conserve and restore thousands more acres of important
605  habitat and many miles of living shorelines. The Council is also investing in planning projects,
606  which if implemented with funds from the Council or other sources would restore up to ____
607  acres of wetlands and other habitats and ___ linear miles of living shorelines, among other
608  benefits. As discussed earlier, the proposed investments in this FPL would also help to establish
609  a strong scientific and human foundation for future coastal restoration efforts.

01U
Gulf-wide Map of This FPL
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611  Section IV, Categories of Proposed Activities

612

613 This FPL is comprised of two separate categories of activities (or components of the
614  original proposals submitted by the members). Category 1 includes activities that the Council
615 proposes to currently approve and fund. Category 2 includes activities that are the Council’s
616  proposed priorities for further consideration and potential future funding. The Council
617 proposes reserving approximately S__ million for the implementation of activities in the
618  future. The Council is not currently deciding on, approving or guaranteeing the expenditure of
619  any of these reserved funds for any particular activity, including any activity listed in Category 2.
620

621 The reserved funds may be used for some, all or none of the activities listed in
622  Category 2 and/or to support other activities not currently under consideration by the Council,
623  as the Council may determine in its sole discretion. Once this FPL has become final, any
624  subsequent material modification(s), and any related funding decision(s}, shall be made by the
625  Council in its sole discretion by Significant Action Vote(s)}, in accordance with all applicable
626  laws.

627

628 The Council intends to review, at least annually, each proposed activity in Category 2 in
629  order to determine whether to: {1) approve funding for that activity and move it to Category 1,
630  (2) remove it from Category 2 and any further consideration, or {3) continue to include it in
631 Category 2. Reasons for removing an activity from further consideration may include without

632  limitation a failure to address regulatory requirements or the emergence of a feasibility,
633  environmental, scientific, technical, policy or other issue.

634

635 if an activity is listed in both Categories 1 and 2, the Council is proposing to approve

636  funding for the planning and/or technical assistance portion of the activity in Category 1 and to
637  include the associated implementation activity in Category 2 for further consideration. Council
638  approval of funding for a planning or technical assistance activity does not constitute any
639  Council commitment to or approval of funding for any associated implementation activity in the
640  future.

641  FPL Category 1: Activities Approved for Funding (see appendices for details)
642

643  (A) (Insert title) — The Council proposes to approve S__ million for use in .

644
645  (B) (Insert title) — The Council proposes to approve S__ million for use in .
646
647  (C) (Insert title) — The Council proposes to approve S__ million for use in .
648

! Under the Act, a Significant Action Vote on a Council action means that an affirmative vote by
the Chairperson and a majority of the State members is required for the action to become
effective.
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(D) (Insert title) — The Council proposes to approve $__ million for use in .
(E) {Insert title) — The Council proposes to approve S__ million for use in .
(F) (insert title) — The Council proposes to approve S__ million for use in .

(G) (Insert title) — The Council proposes to approve $__ million for use in .

FPL Cateqgory 2: Activities Prioritized for Potential Future Funding (see

appendices for details)

(W) (Insert title) — This project/program, if funded for implementation, would involve

(X) (Insert title) — This project/program, if funded for implementation, would involve .

(Y} (Insert title) — This project/program, if funded for implementation, would involve .
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670  Section V. Compliance with Applicable Environmental Laws and (ther

671 Heguiremenis

672

673 The Council must comply with all applicable federal environmental and other laws,
674  Executive Orders and policies. As noted above, this FPL is comprised of two distinct categories.
675  With respect to Category 1 activities, the Council will need to comply with applicable
676  environmental requirements for those activities that could have an effect on the environment.
677  Such activities typically involve actual on-the-ground implementation of projects and programs.
678 However, some of these Category 1 activities involve only planning and technical assistance
679  activities that in and of themselves would not have an effect on the environment, and thus do
680  not require formal environmental review. In fact, all of the planning and technical assistance
681  activities proposed in this FPL include funding to conduct the environmental compliance
682  activities that need to be completed for Council consideration before any implementation
683  monies are approved in the future.

684

685 Activities in Category 2 are proposed priorities for potential future funding for which the
686  Council has made no current commitment other than further review and consideration. In the
687  context of this FPL, where there is no commitment to funding, no federal environmental laws,
688  such as the National Environmental Policy Act {(NEPA), are triggered.

689

690 A number of the activities proposed for funding in this FPL have been previously
691 reviewed pursuant to NEPA and other laws. In some cases, such NEPA analysis has been
692 completed in the form of an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact
693  Statement (EIS). Where appropriate, the Council is considering adopting existing NEPA
694  documentation in order to expedite implementation of proposed activities. Other submissions,
695  or components of submissions, might be covered by a NEPA Categorical Exclusion (CE). Prior to
696  using a CE, the Council will ensure that there are no extraordinary circumstances that would
697  require additional analysis pursuant to NEPA, NEPA CEs are used for activities that individually
698  and cumulatively do not have a significant effect of the environment. Prior to adopting a NEPA
699  document or using a member CE, the Council will consider whether additional NEPA review is
700  warranted (e.g., in cases where there may be significant environmental impacts that have not
701 been previously assessed). In such cases, the Council would complete the additional NEPA
702  review prior to approving funding for implementation of the given activity.

703

704 Each activity proposed for funding in Category 1 presents unique characteristics that are
705 relevant to the question of which environmental requirements apply. Where applicable, the
706  attached appendices provide information regarding compliance with applicable environmental
707  requirements, including NEPA and other laws. In cases where the Council is proposing to adopt
708 an EA or EIS, a link to that document is provided. Where applicable, the appendices provide
709  information on the CE or CEs the Council is proposing to use in association with a specific
710  activity. As with the other aspects of this FPL, the Council welcomes public comments
711 pertaining to environmental compliance.

712
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713 in addition to NEPA, the following federal environmental laws, Executive Orders and
714  polices—as well as other authorities not listed below— may be applicable to Council approval
715  of funding in the FPL, depending on the specific proposed activity:

716

717 The Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires all federal agencies to ensure that any
718 action authorized, funded or carried out in the United States or upon the high seas is
719 not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any listed species or result in the
720 destruction or adverse modification of designated critical habitat. Federal agencies
721 have the responsibility for ensuring that a protected species or habitat does not suffer
722 adverse effects from actions taken under federal assistance awards, and for conducting
723 the required consultations with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the
724 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service {(FWS), as applicable.

725

726 The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act requires federal
727 agencies that fund, permit or carry out activities which may adversely impact essential
728 fish habitat to consult with NMFS regarding the potential effects of their actions, and
729 respond in writing to NMFS recommendations. These recommendations may include
730 measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate or otherwise offset adverse effects on essential
731 fish habitat.

732

733 The National Historic Preservation Act requires federal agencies to consult with State
734 or Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, Federally Recognized Tribes or other applicable
735 interested parties to identify historic properties, assess adverse effects to them and
736 determine ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate adverse effects on historic properties.
737

738 The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act requires federal agencies that construct, license
739 or permit water resource development projects to first consult with the FWS {(and NMFS
740 in some instances) and State fish and wildlife agencies regarding the impacts on fish and
741 wildlife resources and measures to mitigate these impacts.

742

743 Executive Order 11988 (“Floodplain Management”) requires federal agencies to reduce
744 the risk of flood loss, to minimize the impact of floods on human safety, health and
745 welfare and to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial values served by
746 floodplains in carrying out certain agency responsibilities.

747

748 Executive Order 11990 (“Protection of Wetlands”) requires federal agencies to
749 minimize the destruction, loss or degradation of wetlands and to preserve and enhance
750 the natural and beneficial values of wetlands in carrying out certain agency
751 responsibilities.

752

753 Executive Order 12898 (“Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low
754 Income Populations”) directs federal agencies to make environmental justice part of
755 their mission by identifying and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and
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756 adverse human health or environmental effects of their programs, policies and activities
757 on minority populations and/or low-income populations.

758

759 Executive Order 13653 (“Preparing the United States for the Impacts of Climate
760 Change”) directs federal agencies to identify opportunities to support and encourage
761 smarter, more climate-resilient investments by States, local communities and Federally
762 Recognized Tribes, including by providing incentives through agency guidance, grants,
763 technical assistance and other programs.

764

765 In addition to these laws and Executive Orders, the Council has considered the

766  applicability of the Principles, Requirements and Guidelines for Water and Land Related
767  Resources Implementation Studies (PR&G). The PR&G provides guidance for federal agencies
768  when they are evaluating and selecting water projects, including projects related to wetland
769  restoration and other activities. Since the development of the draft FPL began before the
770  release of the interagency guidance regarding the PR&G, this FPL will not be reviewed under
771  the PR&G framework. For future FPLs, federal members of the Council will re-evaluate the
772  applicability of the PR&G framework as they consider projects for proposal.

773

774 Other environmental laws and requirements may apply at subsequent stages of the
775  activities proposed in this FPL; for example, compliance with the Clean Water Act would be
776  required prior to implementation of an activity which would involve the discharge of fill
777  material into a wetland. The Council and activity sponsor will ensure compliance with all
778  applicable laws in the appropriate stages of the activity. The Council is committed to fully,
779  effectively and efficiently addressing all applicable environmental laws and requirements.

780

781

782

783
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784  Section VI Next Steps and Looking to the Future

785

786 The Council plans to hold public meetings across the Gulf to discuss the draft FPL. {Insert
787  details on public meetings.) The Council will carefully consider comments provided at the
788  public meetings as well as all written comments on this proposed FPL. In response to public
789  comments, the Council may modify or remove proposed activities from the FPL and/or add
790  different activities. Additionally, the Council may move an activity from one category to
791  another if the environmental compliance status of the given activity changes or for other
792  reasons. The Council intends to vote on and publish the final FPL before the end of the
793  calendar year.

794

795 Once an activity is approved for funding on the final FPL, the associated funds are
796  available for transfer to the sponsor through either a federal grant (if the sponsor is a State
797  agency) or an interagency agreement (IAA) (if the sponsor is a federal agency). The Federal
798  Register notice Council Member Summary Notice of Application Process for Council-Selected
799  Restoration Component Projects and Programs {add publication information and link) describes
800 at a summary level the process for the distribution of funds under the Council-Selected
801 Restoration Component. The Council member sponsors of approved activities have the primary
802  responsibility for implementing those activities, subject to oversight by the Council.

803

804 The Council looks forward to hearing the public’s views on this draft FPL. In addition to
805  helping develop an effective final FPL, public input will also help the Council as it considers the
806  best way to develop future iterations of the Comprehensive Plan and accompanying FPL. While
807  the amount and timing of future funds is unknown, the Council must be ready to effectively
808  administer such funds. Lessons learned in developing the current FPL will be applied to future
809  efforts.

810

811 This first FPL is a key step to achieving comprehensive ecosystem restoration. The
812  ongoing involvement of the people who live, work and play on the Gulf is critical to making that
813  happen. The Council thanks all those who have participated and appreciates the continued
814  partnership on how we can collectively restore the Gulf.

815

816
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817 Appendix Ato _ : Projects and Programs in the Draft FPL
818

819 Hefarences

'hitps://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/GCERC%20Comp%20Plan%20Fact%20Sheet
3.pdf

"http://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20Initial%20Comprehensive%20Plan.

pdf
"https://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/GCERC%20Comp%20Plan%20Fact%20Shee

t_3.pdf

“hitp://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20lnitial%20Comprehensive%20Plan.
pdf

Y https://www.restorethegulf.gov/release/2014/08/21/gulf-restoration-council-announces-
proposal-submission-window-council-members

" http://restorethegulf.gov/release/2014/09/12/public-engagement-and-meeting-information-
1

Yihttps://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/GCERC%20Process%20Fact%20Sheet%200
914 0O.pdf

“ihttps://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/ GCERC%20Process%20Fact%20Sheet %20
0914 0O.pdf

" https://www.restorethegulf.gov/release/2015/03/12/council-selected-restoration-
component-proposals-and-context-reports

*http://www.nps.gov/pais/learn/nature/laguna.htm

“http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/texas/placesweprot
ect/laguna-madre.xml|

W http://www.tpwf.org/news/press-releases/powderhorn-ranch/

i http://501c3lookup.org/knobloch_family_foundation/

Xiv

Armstrong, N.E. 1987. The ecology of open-bay bottoms of Texas: a community profile. U.S.
Fish and
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Wildlife Service Biological Report 85(7.12). 104 pp.

“ http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Aransas/wildlife_and_habitat/index.html

“ http://www.nfwf.org/whoweare/mediacenter/pr/Pages/gulf-pr-14-0822.aspx#.VVITONpViko

“ihttp://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assets/public/permitting/watersupply/water_rights/eflows/200
90701tsjbbasc_balboappt.pdf

“Thttp://www.epa.gov/gulfcoasttaskforce/pdfs/GCERTF-Book-Final-042712.pdf

™ http://www.alaskapublic.org/2013/10/30/noaa-fisheries-releases-us-landing-figures/

“http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=2816#.VU4TebIFBWE

“http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/la-wetlands/

i http://coastal.la.gov/a-common-vision/2012-coastal-master-plan/

“iihttn: //www.deq.state.ms.us/mdeq.nsf/pdf/FS_MS_2010_305_b_report/SFile/MS_2010_305
b__Report.pdf?Openklement

*Vhitp://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/mississippi/places
weprotect/pascagoula-river-watershed.xml

Y http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2006/5287/pdf/Miss_Sound_Gulf%20Islands.pdf

™ http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2014/12/what_will_be_the_fate_of the_m.html

*ihttp://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-3462

*ihttp://www.mobilebaynep.com/

X http://www.protectingourwater.org/watersheds/map/pensacola/

Y USEPA. 2004. (Macauley, J, Smith, L.M, and Ruth, B.F.). The Ecological Condition of the
Pensacola Bay System, Northwest Florida (1994-2001). U.S. Environmental protection Agency,
Office of Research and Development, National Health and Ecological Effects Research
Laboratory, Gulf Ecology Division, Gulf Breeze, Florida.

4 http://myfwe.com/media/2718442/pensacola-bay-santa-rosa-sound.pdf
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*i\white, P.S., S.P. Wilds, and G.A. Thunhorst. 1998. Southeast. Pp. 255-314, In M.J. Mac, P.A.
Opler, C.E. Puckett Haecker, and P.D. Doran (Eds.). Status and Trends of the Nation's Biological
Resources. 2 vols. US Department of the Interior, US Geological Survey, Reston, VA.
(http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/sandt/SNT.pdf)

il addy, Paul A. (1 July 2009). "Thinking Big: A Conservation Vision for the Southeastern
Coastal Plain of North America". Southeastern Naturalist 8 (2): 213—
226. doi:10.1656/058.008.0202

““http://www.al.com/news/beaches/index.ssf/2014/09/florida_oysters_in_crisis_our.html|

N http:/ /www.protectingourwater.org/watersheds/map/apalachicola/

wihttp://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/oil-spill/gulf-spill-data/

> http://www.epa.gov/gulfcoasttaskforce/pdfs/GCERTF-Book-Final-042712.pdf

X hitp://www.dep.state.fl.us/coastal/sites/bigbend/

¥ http://www.protectingourwater.org/watersheds/map/suwannee/

W http://myfwe.com/research/habitat/seagrasses/projects/active/big-bend/

Mihttp:/ /www.epa.gov/gulfcoasttaskforce/pdfs/GCERTF-Book-Final-042712.pdf

iYSEPA: 1999. Ecological Condition of Estuaries in the Gulf of Mexico. EPA 620-R-98-004. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Research and Development, National Health and
Environmental Effects Research Laboratory, Gulf Ecology Division, Gulf Breeze, Florida.

W http://www.protectingourwater.org/watersheds/map/tampa_bay/

Whitp://www.tbep.org/

26

ED_005856B_00002021-00026



